To Members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly,

Our collective religious traditions remind us of the importance of treating others as we long to be
treated. We know that this “Golden Rule” provides us with a template to be more loving and
inclusive, to create places for people to belong. We include in our prayers and our holy places
those in the LGBTQ+ community, individuals created in the image of God, who have many
blessings to bring to our world. We believe in this kind of holy inclusion, and we want everyone to
know that all children of God are welcome in our congregations. We call on Pennsylvania
lawmakers to make the same claim of welcome and inclusion for our Commonwealth.

In light of the recent increase of anti-transgender rhetoric, we want to acknowledge the need to
continue to offer safer religious spaces for our LGBTQ+ community — and for communities of faith
to continue to realize our historical place in the ongoing movement for liberty, equality, and civil
rights.

We believe that inclusive and welcoming faith communities and state policies can be a pathway to
a fuller and richer life. By welcoming those who are often marginalized, we can evidence the love
that God created in us. And we can be blessed by the presence and contributions of those whom
we welcome. God has blessed humanity richly and with great diversity. There is much to share, and
there is much to celebrate.

Our sacred scriptures remind us of a deeper call to care for those in need, to offer love in a world of
hatred, and work toward a broader welcome for those on the margins of society. We know that we
must work for change in our local community and beyond.

To that end, we call on state lawmakers to create policies and civic spaces that prioritize the dignity
and safety of all who call Pennsylvania their home — making it a place where they will not be
discriminated against or subjected to structural hate. We ask for our General Assembly members
to finally pass the Fairness Act to end discrimination in housing, employment, and
accommodations and to include our LGBTQ+ community in the state’s hate crimes protections.

Itis through the guidance of our faith as religious leaders that we are committed to work for a better
Pennsylvania, and a place where all can belong as a beloved part of creation. We encourage all to
join us in this work; to welcome and protect our LGBTQ+ siblings, friends and neighbors; and to

raise your voice in the defense of love, dignity, and human liberty.

Sincerely, and in peace,

The Undersigned



