In Christ Jesus we meet the God who knows our weakness and bears the wounds of the world. Therefore, let us be bold as we pray, trusting that God draws near to those in any kind of need.
 
A brief silence.
 
God of the church, you send the Holy Spirit to guide ministries of reconciliation throughout our congregations. Lift up faithful missionaries who teach and feed those who are in need.  Guide advocates from Lutheran Disaster Relief to partner with neighborhoods impacted by natural and human-made disasters.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
 
God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all that you have made, and you call on all inhabitants to be stewards of the skies, seas, seeds, and soil. Forgive us where we have neglected to care for the planet, and instill in us a sense of responsibility to protect fragile ecosystems and advocate for sustainable practices. Grant safety to those tasked with tending fields and orchards.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer
 
God of justice, you desire peace to reign throughout all levels of government, and you raise up advocates to amplify the voices of the downtrodden and silenced. Protect immigrant families and asylum seekers incarcerated in detention centers on Pennsylvania soil, and rectify injustices preventing neighborhood recovery in Eastwick and throughout all communities.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer
 
God of healing, you accompany all who suffer. Console those who are afraid, protect those who are persecuted, soothe those who have experienced trauma or loss, bring healing to all who suffer in mind, body or spirit, and comfort the mourning (especially). Shield those impacted by climate change, and provide for those who are without food or housing.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer
 
God of love, you have brought us together this day to pray and praise, to lament and learn, to give thanks and to grow in faith. Guide the work of the gospel through United Lutheran Seminary, congregations and synods, and all ministers locally and globally. Unite all the faithful in the work that you have called us to do.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer
 
God of the ancestors, you challenge us to live as faithful people by the example of those who have come before us. Inspire us by their witness, especially the native stewards of Mother Earth, to commit to the well-being of all creation, until that day when we gather with the saints at the river that flows from the throne of God.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer
 
Into your wide embrace, O God, we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting that you will receive them into your heart of mercy, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.
Amen.

