
Resolution on Ending Homelessness 1 

  2 

Whereas, the members and pastors of congregations within the Chambersburg 3 

Conference of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 4 

in America (ELCA) are encountering homelessness in their respective 5 

communities and shared the social message Homelessness: A Renewal of 6 

Commitment which notes that homelessness persists as a reality for hundreds of 7 

thousands of people in the United States, despite its immense wealth and resources; 8 

and 9 

  10 

Whereas, “Being homeless is being without – without shelter, without resources, 11 

without support, without recognition, without power to influence society. Being 12 

‘houseless’ is lacking a permanent place to stay dry and warm, a place to feel 13 

secure, a private space. Simple survival becomes a fulltime, humiliating task. 14 

People who are homeless often lose their sense of self-worth and their hope for the 15 

future. They feel cut-off and alienated from the rest of society.”; and 16 

  17 

Whereas, “God heard the cry of a homeless people and delivered them out of 18 

oppression in Egypt. Jesus, ‘who [had] nowhere to lay his head’ (Luke 9:58), 19 

ministered with compassion to the poor and vulnerable. In practicing hospitality, 20 

we are promised to encounter the living Lord: ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed 21 

me’ (Matt. 25:35). God's mandate concerning people who exist on the margins of 22 

society is clear: ‘Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the 23 

lowly and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the 24 

hand of the wicked’ (Ps. 82:3-4).”; and 25 

 26 

 27 

Whereas, working for justice with and for people living with homelessness is a 28 

witness to God’s holy Word, it is our call as Christians to advocate for ending 29 

homelessness in Pennsylvania; and 30 

 31 
 32 

Whereas, the Chambersburg Conference of the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the 33 

ELCA will form a task force to explore opportunities to help eradicate 34 

homelessness on the territory of the conference. This ministry will include working 35 

with other churches, agencies, and organizations in creative and flexible ways to 36 

create affordable and sustainable housing for all people; therefore, be it 37 

 38 



Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod meeting in assembly direct the 39 

Synod Council and bishop to invite and encourage conferences within the Lower 40 

Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA to form task forces in their communities to 41 

promote and advocate for affordable and sustainable housing for all people; and be 42 

it further 43 
 44 

 45 

Resolved, that conferences in the Lower Susquehanna Synod be called and invited 46 

to prayer and study for ending homelessness with families in partnership 47 

ecumenically, with Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa) and 48 

with social service agencies. 49 

 50 
 51 
(Content in quotes from: Homelessness: A Renewal of Commitment in English An adopted social 52 

message in 1990 by the Church Council of the ELCA.) 53 
 54 
 55 

Submitted by The Reverend Sharon F. Kelly 56 

Interim Pastor (under call with the LSS) 57 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 58 

431 Philadelphia Ave 59 

Chambersburg, PA 17201 60 

717.263.8156 61 

and 62 

The Rev. William Nienstedt, secretary of the Chambersburg Conference 63 

Solomon’s Lutheran Church 64 

4858 Wayne Rd. 65 

Chambersburg, PA 17202 66 

717 267-2266 67 
 68 


